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Intelligence-gathering op - 


erations by the U.S. are more 


. vital today than at any time in 


American history, and ‘‘here 
“we are rummaging through 
the garbage pails of the ‘50s,”’ 
Lt. Gen. Vernon A.. Walters, 
deputy director of the Central 
Intelligence Agency, declared 
here. — 


\g Walters’ defense. of the 


( 


“CIA and his scathing attack 
on “those. who would prefer 
the nation be operated in a 
fishbowl” bropght 5,000 dele- 
gates to the Veterans of For- 
eign Wars convention here to 
. their feet with rousing cheers 
_and applause. Tenn Rie 
His address yesterday fol- 
- lowed another keynote speech 
_ by Richard L. Roudebush, na- 
‘ tional director of the:Veterans 
‘ Administration. oe 
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He said the nation cannot |Mich., said he’ feels “nreat 
turn the tides of communism |sorrow, and humility” and has 


by disclosing all its secrets 


and expressed hope that the 


current probe of CIA prac- 


: tices during the last 25 years 
‘will develop. ‘<useful probe, - 
guidelines.” 


“J am not a_pessimist,”’ 
Waliers added. “T have faith 
in the good sense of the 


“American people and their 


in. govern- 
sense will prevail and ‘we'l 
pull through these’ trouble 
times.” ee 

On another front,: 
Roudebush defended the larg- 
est VA budget in its history — 
$18 billion. aoe ; 

“America is no longer sat- 
isfied with an old-soldiers-. 


dispatched a team of the. 
“best scientific minds at my. 


disposal” to aid the, Federal 


Bureau of Investigation in the 


«When all the answers are | 
nown, my office will. be com- . 


letely open and candid with 
tl concerned,” he said. 

In a related development 
esterday, the National VFW 
Auxiliary gave $10,000 to the. 


(California Hospital Medical, - 
‘center’s cancer-study’ 
division. ; ‘ 
The week-long’ convention 


ends tomorrow. 

Dr. John 
Sandusky, Ohio, optometrist, 
also was elected junior vice 
commander-in-chief’. for the 


Wasylik, 48; a 


home’ approach to veteraris: |national group. He: will .be. 3 
care and has not been for eligible to become- national. ; 


1R000700080028-6 


“Sure we are in a period of | 
detente,” said Walters. ‘But 
_Jook what is happening — the 
Soviet Union has developed 


some time,” he said. ‘‘The }cormmander in -two years. 
_price of educational benefits, |Wasylik js a veteran. of the. 
kidney’ transplants and wheel- | Korean War and former head’ 


ie is 
erald- 


“Lt Gen. Vernon A. Walters, CIA. deputy 


oe 


( 


- onies from 1772. to 


’ four new missile systems and 


* is soon going to deploy a fifth 


-and is constantly improving 


_its submarines, aircraft and | 


manpower. mek 
“Yet, at a time of greatest 
need, we see a massive attack 
on intelligence as ‘immoral 
and unconstitutional.” ay 
He said it is ironical tha 
the attack comes in the bicen- 
tennial year because 
America's forefathers used 
intelligence to defeat the Brit- 
ish. a 
“George Washington es- 
tablished a listening post and 
“bugged”? the British head- 
quarters “in Philadelphia,” 
said Walters, and *' Benjamin 
Franklin, as. assistant post- 
master for the British col- 
1775, 
eanened the British mail.’” 


chair homes was. something fof the Ohio VEW. 


early. budget makers did not; ~ 
‘have to be concemed with.” 


He said VA activities are. 
among the most. important: 
functions of government and. 
that the cost of veteran aid is: 
part of the price of war... ‘ 
~ Roudebush told the dele- 
gates that veterans’ affairs’ 
probably will not undergo any: 
cataclysmic changes as mem- 
ories of the Vietnam War re-: 
cede’ but the need to- continue 
certain programs is critical. ° 


_ The VA administrator, an? 


ticipating questions about th@. 


‘deaths of patients in the ak 
erans hospital in Ann Arbor,\ 


- director, defends agency at VFW convention. 
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